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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
An embodiment of the invention involves a clearinghouse component, a 
nonprofit component, a supporter component, and a merchant component. The 
clearinghouse component connects the other three components via a variety of entry 
terminals. 



According to another embodiment of the invention, for example, at the time of 
enrollment the invention provides each supporter with an individual identification 
number (ID) to be used at the time of store purchase. When supporters are shopping in 
their usual and customary way (for example, paying for goods and/or services exactly 
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when they receive them), the clerk enters their ID into an entry terminal (such as a cash 
register) by bar code, mag stripe, key stroke, or other modality. 

According to another embodiment, for example, the entry terminal records the 
ID, as well as the amount of dollars spent in the transaction. The information is then 
stored and uploaded to the central clearinghouse component. At the appropriate time 
the central clearinghouse component reports all transaction data to the merchant 
component that in turn sends a rebate check to the nonprofit component. 

According to another embodiment, for example, the nonprofit component 
receives reports provided by the clearinghouse component as to the amount of spending 
completed by the supporters at the store level. 



